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Mary, a Model for Suffering Mothers 

A Reflection from “Dangerous Memories” 
by Elizabeth Johnson 

   Mary, the suffering mother of the crucified Jesus, is a 
model for suffering mothers.  Those who lament their 
cruelly murdered children are sisters of her in the flesh.  
Her pain also places her in solidarity with mothers of 
children who died by violence, war and terrorism.  Asian 
women strongly identify with Mary.  They are mothers 
who today suffer as their children are massacred and 
taken as political prisoners for their actions on behalf of 
justice and love.   
  In memory of her, grieving mothers, wives, and 
daughters find strength in their struggle against 
repression and personal despair.  Latin American women 
theologians speak of the “shared Calvary” women suffer 
with Mary in the civil wars and political repression that 
feed on their own children’s lives.  Many mothers 
throughout the world grieve because they were not able 
to give their children food for nourishment. Palestinian, 
Bosnian, and Afghani women are mothers of criminals 
executed in the United States.  Mothers and 
grandmothers of Argentina are still demanding to know 
what happened to their loved ones who have 
disappeared. All these mothers drink from the same cup 
of suffering.  Like them, Mary suffered the anguish of 
not being able to save her child from the hand of 
torturers and executioners.   
  We can picture Mary standing with these desolate 
people under all the crosses of the world because of her 
own grief.  This memory finds its liberating effectiveness 
when it empowers us to say, “No more killing, no more 
war, brutal greed and tyranny.”  This is a utopian wish, a 
hope for a world shaped according to the reign of God 
on earth as in heaven, which would be a world with no 
more sorrowing mothers.  The memory of Mary abides 
in this world where nonviolent action to stop the 
violence is the only expression of faith.   
  Mary’s life is a journey of faith with significance for all 
people who are struggling to maintain faith in our world 
of challenges today.  She is capable of igniting hearts 
with hope in the living God in the midst of a world of 
suffering.   

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.                                                                
Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, Spiritual Assistant 
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Francis the Journey and the Dream by Murray Bodo 

The Fool  (part one) 

  It seemed to Francis that once Jesus had taken his heart, 

one word summed up everything, and that word was 

“trust”.  Jesus trusted him to become perfect as his 

heavenly Father was perfect.  He knew something of trust 

from working in his father's shop. People would come in 

and buy an expensive bolt of cloth pay for it, and ask him 

to put it under the shelf until later that day.  They trusted 

him to recognize them and to give them the cloth without 

any difficulties.  That was a certain kind of trust, surely a 

trust in his honesty and his memory. 

  But this new trust that Jesus had placed in him was 

much bigger in its implications.  God's own Son had 

spoken to him, had asked him to rebuild his church.  He 

understood now that request meant more than brick and 

mortar, it meant that he, Francis was to recreate in his 

own person the life of Jesus on earth.  He was to be 

obedient to God's Word, chaste in mind and heart, poor in 

everything.  How that was to rebuild God's Church he did 

not know but he suspected that it would follow, as his 

father Pietro always said, from being a good steward.  As 

a good shopkeeper, Pietro was confident that all other 

shopkeepers would eventually have to follow his 

example to survive the competition.  If Francis were holy 

and Christlike, those who saw him would eventually look 

at their own following of Christ in view of what Francis 

himself was. 

  And that was what scared him.  He did not want people 

to compare themselves to him, but to Christ.  Would he 

become proud of being a holy man?  Perhaps.  But that 

was the gamble he would have to take.  Jesus had placed 

his trust in him, and for His own reasons, expected this 

poor young son of a shopkeeper to be His intimate friend 

and confidant.  It was like all friendships, Francis 

thought; you don't anticipate it, and when it happens you 

kill it by analyzing it too much.  Friendship, God's 

especially, is a gift.  You receive it reverently and 

gratefully and you hope you measure up to this person's 

trust in opening up to you and in having the courage to 

reach across the chasm of uncertainty to you, believing 

that, yes you will say, I like you, too.  Of course, Jesus 

must have known he would say yes, but Francis still 

thought it all so wonderful.  Even into this poor, proud 

little town of Assisi God's love reached down and filtered 

through the narrow streets until it surprised you coming 

around a corner unawares, lost in your own selfish 

thoughts.                Janice Rybaski ofs, minister 
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Calendar of Events 

May 2019 
3rd-birthday-Ann Lochner 
11th-birthday-Beverly Nouis 
12th-Mother’s Day 
13th-Our Lady of Fatima 
14th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
PRAYER LEADER-JANET BERENDT 
PRAYER-CROWN ROSARY 
St Matthias 
15th-St Isidore the Farmer 
18th-St John I 
19th-profession anniversary-Rita Toenies 
20th-St Bernardine of Siena 
22nd-St Rita of Cascia 
25th-St Bede the Venerable 
30th-The Ascension of the Lord 
31st-The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
June 2019 
2nd-The Ascension on the Lord 
5th-St Boniface 
9th-Pentecost Sunday 
11th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 5PM—POTLUCK 
PRAYER LEADER-RITA VOSEN 
PRAYER-LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
St Barnabas 
12th- profession anniversary-Leona Mattock 
13th-St Anthony of Padua 
14th-birthday-Charlotte VanRisseghem 
16th-The Most Holy Trinity 
Father’s Day 
18th-birthday-Sr Maurita Bernet 
19th-birthday-Leona Mattock 
22nd-Sts John Fisher & Thomas More 
23rd-The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
24th-The Birth of St John the Baptist 
28th-The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
29th-Sts Peter & Paul 
 
 
 

Saint Isidore the Farmer’s Story 
   Isidore has become the patron of farmers and rural communities. In particular, he is the patron of Madrid, Spain, 
and of the United States National Rural Life Conference. 
   When he was barely old enough to wield a hoe, Isidore entered the service of John de Vergas, a wealthy 
landowner from Madrid, and worked faithfully on his estate outside the city for the rest of his life. He married a 
young woman as simple and upright as himself who also became a saint—Maria de la Cabeza. They had one son, 
who died as a child. 
   Isidore had deep religious instincts. He rose early in the morning to go to church and spent many a holiday 
devoutly visiting the churches of Madrid and surrounding areas. All day long, as he walked behind the plow, he 
communed with God. His devotion, one might say, became a problem, for his fellow workers sometimes 
complained that he often showed up late because of lingering in church too long. 
   He was known for his love of the poor, and there are accounts of Isidore’s supplying them miraculously with 
food. He had a great concern for the proper treatment of animals. 
   He died May 15, 1130, and was declared a saint in 1622, with Saints Ignatius of Loyola, Francis Xavier, Teresa of 
Avila, and Philip Neri. Together, the group is known in Spain as “the five saints.”   
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Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting April 9, 2019 

St Otto’s Conference Room 5:00pm 
Members present: Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 

Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt & Sr Mary Ann Capizzo. 

  Minister Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The Ritual.  Sr 

Mary Ann read from Fr Thomas Keating; “Contemplative Living”. 
  Comments were positive on the Spring Retreat held March 23, 

2019.  Income: $2,412.50, expenses: $1,371.30, balance: $1,041.20 

was sent to the Queen of Peace Region. 

  Upcoming events: April 25-yard sale in Pierz.  May 31-June 2-
Queen of Peace Regional Gathering in Buffalo.  July 17-bingo at 

Nouis Place, 2pm.  September 14-Fall gathering at St Bonaventure 

Church in Bloomington.  November 14-Oasis Share a Meal at First 

Lutheran.   
  We were offered a meeting room at St Francis Center.  Discussion 

and voting at May 14 meeting. 

  Our fraternity pays for mileage and room for members attending 

the gathering in Buffalo. 
Gathering in Hearthside Room 6pm 

Members present: Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte 

VanRisseghem, Sue Zenzen, Janet Berendt, Patty Commerford, 

Karen Gross, David Czech, Sr Mary Ann Capizzo.  Excused: Elvira 

Stumpf.  Absent: Rita Vosen and Pam Geyer.  Guests: Bev Heinze 
and Maria Guadalupe from Long Prairie.   

  Following a bag lunch, the meeting opened with prayers from The 

Ritual.  Sr Mary Ann read the events revolving the Triduum.   

  Jan shared matters from the council meeting.  Treasurer’s report 
was read, approved.  Gospel readings were discussed.  Ongoing 

formation by Kathy Hoffman Tax; St Francis and His Approach to 

Divinity.  Closing prayers from The Ritual at 8pm. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Beginning balance 3-12-19  $1,335.66 

Receipts    $   339.05 

No disbursements 

Ending balance 4-9-19   $1,674.71 
Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

 


